MOSCOW   IN   THE   MAKING
LENGTH OF SCHOOL LIFE
It is important to remember that although the compulsory
leaving age is fifteen plus as against fourteen plus with us,
children who leave then have only had seven years' com-
pulsory schooling, against the nine years of English children.
However, as I have shown, the large majority either stay on
at a secondary school, or enter a technicum, which means at
least three more years of education before earning. Even
those who go to a factory school have at least six months
more education, and many of them have two years, and
those who go straight into industry must attend courses in
order to pass the technical minimum examination. In any
case, nobody under eighteen years of age can work even the
full legal working day of seven hours. When we realize that
in England to-day, with one and a half million unemployed,
boys and girls of fourteen to eighteen are working ten and
sometimes twelve hours a day, and that children of twelve
years old are allowed, under certain conditions, to work
before and after school, we can appreciate the care that is
bestowed on the young worker in the U.S.S.R., even
although there is a great shortage of workers.
TECHNICAL COURSES
There are also special courses for adults at the technicums,
and innumerable courses provided by the individual fac-
tories, for extension courses, courses for "masters of socialist
labour," and courses, equivalent to that of the incomplete
secondary school, so that workers who grew up before enough
provision was made, or who come from the country where
the  compulsory  age is  twelve plus,   can still qualify for
entrance  to  a  technicum.   So   great  is   the  demand for
technical education and so eager is industry to provide it,
that the government had to step in to protect the worker-
students by limiting the number of hours of the courses
during the week!   Heavy industry is this year employing
3,400,000 workers and 21-9 per cent of these are studying in
one or other of the courses provided for the ordinary worker,
that is, excluding those who have been either to a technicum
or to a university.
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